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Good  
Morning  
Sunshine! 
 

It’s time again for Sunshine 

Math, an enrichment math 

program for grades K-5, for all 

students who enjoy doing math, 

solving puzzles and being 

challenged. It encourages 

creative and independent 

thinking as well as team 

problem-solving. The program  

is offered at AGS as a before-

school activity, and there is NO 

cost to participate in this 

program as the PTO provides 

funding for supplies and our 

students’ parents/grandparents 

generously volunteer their time 

to teach the sessions.   
 

Mark your calendar 

The 2011-2012 Sunshine Math 

dates are Monday:  

 October 17 

 November 14 

 December 12 

 January 9 

 February 13 

 March 12 

 April 16 

 May 14 
 

TWO parent/grandparent 

volunteers are needed for each 

grade to facilitate the classroom 

in a fun, engaging manner and 

help children work through their 

worksheet. Materials are 

provided, all you need to do is 

commit to simply showing up by 

8:10 am 1x a month and 

engaging the children in exciting 

grade-appropriate math fun for 

30 minutes. For information, 

contact Angela Nugent Rudny at 

angela@jrudny.com 

 

Registration form on following 

page. 

 

…continued  PTO Clothing & Toy Resale Success 
 

sale including Ace Hardware and Batavia Instant Print, Inc.  

   We would like to give special thanks to the AGS staff who were instrumental  

to the success of our sale: Principal Wright, Mr. Park, who kindly loaned us the gym 

during set-up, the lunch supervisors for accommodating the use of the  

multi-purpose room and Mr. Balderas who was essential in helping to finalize clean-

up. Special thank you also goes to Brian Nallenweg, Sean McClain, Ron Stevens, Erin 

and Allen Waites, Marsha Schuster and Sue Locke. Also, many thanks to the 

chairpeople who worked tirelessly to accomplish this enormous feat: Barrie 

McClain, Jill Stevens, Kathy Evangilista, Molly Haworth, Erin Waites, Margaret 

Perreault and Maureen Samsami. Great job! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 

Thank you for making this year's  

Gator Gallop a huge success! 
 

Over 120 students participated in the Gator Gallop and we surpassed our goal of 

raising $4,500 through pledges, sponsors and concessions. Once again, the teacher 

and staff prizes were a hit among the kids. Mrs. Mackey's class had the highest 

percentage of student participation and will be receiving g a special pajama party, 

while Mrs. Stierwalt's class pledged the most and will be receiving a popcorn party. 

The Batavia Family Fun Grand Prize went home with the Ahren's Family.  

A special thank you to the AGS staff for your prize donations and the many 

volunteers. Congratulations to all the winners! 
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Halloween Parade 
 

On Monday, October 31  

at 2:30 pm, AGS students will  

have their annual Halloween 

Parade—and this year it will also 

take place outside the school, so 

parents can view the fun and 

creative costumes!  
 

The children will exit out the 

gym door, around the building to 

the East entrance—so parents, 

feel free to come and stand on 

the playground and by the flag 

pole with your cameras.  

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 
As little as two hours of your 

time can make a huge impact in 

your child’s educational 

experience. There are many 

volunteer opportunities 

available this year—please take 

a moment to see how you can 

help out. Volunteer forms can 

be downloaded from 

http://www.agspto.org/upload/

generic_volunteer_form.pdf 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Did you know that the AGS PTO 

is on Facebook? Simply search  

on "Alice Gustafson Elementary 

School PTO" and "LIKE" it to be 

instantly connected. 

 

 

 
Follow us on Facebook!  

Did you know that the AGS  

PTO is on Facebook? Simply 

search "Alice Gustafson 

Elementary School PTO"  

and "LIKE" it to be instantly 

connected. 

 

 

 

AGS Halloween Candy Collection 
Tamra Ashby, LRC Director 
 

It’s almost Halloween! Do you find that some years you’ve bought too much 

Halloween candy? Should you really be eating all that candy? No problem...Donate 

your extra candy for a good cause. You can bring wrapped candy to the AGS LRC 

November 1-3. We will send the candy to Fox Valley Troop Support who will include 

it with Holiday packages to our troops overseas! 
 

Congratulations to Mr. Cronin's 2nd grade classroom for 

winning the Box Tops contest! 2C class turned in 1738 box tops and lead the next 

closest class by 300! Mrs. Stierwalt’s class was second with 1443 and Miss Erickson's 

with 1421!  We raised $1346 this month with Box Tops and the best thing is that it is 

FREE  money to the AGS PTO. Thanks to everyone for their participation. Mr. 

Cronin's class will receive an ice cream treat sometime this month! 
 

The fall  book fair is right 
around the corner! We need your help!  Please volunteer for a 1 or 2 

hour time slot during the following times: 
 

 Set up on Thursday, 10/27/2011 starting at 9 am until it’s complete 

 10/27 noon until 3:30 pm  

 10/31 9 am until noon  

 11/1 & 11/2 9 am until 3:30 pm 

 11/3 9 am until 8 pm** 
 

Please NOTE:** We will only be open during conferences if we can find volunteers  

to staff the fair. Please consider staying an hour before or after your conference  

to help. Contact lisafoydel@hotmail.com if you are able to help! All of our kids 

will benefit! 

 

Tom & Eddie’s Mark your calendar for November 7–8 for a Tom & Eddie’s 

fundraiser! Diners will receive 10% off during this event. Forms will be coming home 
with your kids in the near future, and will also be available at www.agspto.org.  
 

Carson’s Community Days The PTO is selling coupon books for 

Carson's Community Days, taking place November 11-12. Booklets are $5 each and 

offer over $200 in savings. Look for books to be on sale during Curriculum Night, at 

the Clothing Sale, in the main office and during Movie Night, or contact Sue Locke 

at 630-802-0292 or waysmeans@agspto.org if you are interested in purchasing one 

or more. The AGS PTO keeps every dollar made on the sale of these books. We are 

hoping to raise over $1,000. This is a great opportunity to support the school and 

get some great bargains in the process! 
 

Red Cards Did you know that if you shop at Target with your RED card, 1% of 

your purchase price goes to AGS, not to mention YOU get a 5% discount? Last year, 

AGS received a check of $1,665 from Target for purchases that parents, family and 

friends were making anyway! It's easy, just visit www.target.com and click on RED 

CARD at the top of the menu. Select "Take Charge of Education" and follow the 

prompts. Pick AGS (school code 45152) as your school and voila, you are all set up. 
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Using OPAC to Find Books in the LRC  
Tamra Ashby, LRC Director 
 

Students, staff and parents are not surprised to learn that the LRC online patron 

access catalog (OPAC) can be accessed from home. But they are surprised to learn 

about how useful the catalog can be in helping students find a book. To access the 

catalog start at the AGS webpage www.ags.bps101.net. Choose LRC from the 

banner at the top. You will find OPAC in the find a book section. 

   OPAC is the catalog of all of the books and equipment that we have in the LRC 

collection. Beginning in third grade students learn how to use the catalog to find 

books. Typical searches include title, author and subject searches. Under the basic 

search option students can enter either the title of a book, the author’s name, or 

an interesting subject in the search box and then click either the title, author or 

subject icon. A title search will let the student know whether the book is part of 

the LRC collection and if that book is available or currently checked out. An author 

search will show a student all of the books that are part of the collection that 

were written by that author. A subject search will show the student the books that 

we have that are about that particular subject.  

   Besides informing the student about the book’s availability, OPAC provides a 

summary of the book to let the student know a little bit about what the book is 

about. It also provides information about the reading level of the book and 

documents any awards that the book has won. 

   For our younger students, OPAC offers something called visual search. This 

allows students to conduct OPAC subject searches based on pictures. To access the 

visual search from OPAC, please choose the second tab at the top of the webpage. 

It is labeled visual. Students can browse and click the icons shown to search on 

popular subjects such as holidays, animals, sports or science. Again, the catalog 

will return a list of books that can be useful to a student in determining what they 

might be interested in reading. 

   Browsing the catalog can make a student’s LRC time more productive. Students 

who know the specific title or kind of book that they want can come to the LRC 

prepared with the knowledge that the book is available and know the call number 

to help them find the book on the shelf. Students who enjoyed a book by a 

particular author or have a strong interest in a particular subject can explore  

other books they might enjoy and want to check out during their next LRC visit. 

   I am always happy to meet with parents and/or students to help match books 

with a student’s interests. If you have any questions about how to use OPAC or 

about finding books for your child, please do not hesitate to give me a call at  

630-937-8007 or email me at tamra.ashby@bps101.net. Happy Reading! 
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Kindergarten families: please 

log into your Powerschool 

online account to be sure  

your child's online health 

registration is completely filled 

out. This is important 

information we need for your 

child while they are here at 

school. If you have any problems 

getting online or filling the 

health portion out, please call 

the office 937-8000. If your 

child is new to our school this 

year, please also check this 

online registration health form. 

   Kindergarten students are 

required to have a State of 

Illinois Vision exam form on file 

dated within the last year. In 

addition, a State of Illinois 

Dental exam form dated after 

November 15, 2010.   

  

Incoming 2nd graders are 

required to have a State of 

Illinois Dentals exam form on 

file dated after November 15, 

2010. 

 

Dental forms are due May 15, 

2012 and Vision forms are due 

Oct. 15, 2011. If you are unable 

to get an appointment by the 

due date you may bring in an 

appointment card as proof of 

your child’s scheduled 

examination(s). Please bring the 

completed forms to the nurse 

once your child(ren) has had 

their appointment(s). 

   

Thank you for your attention to 

this matter regarding your child. 
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AGS Book Club starts

in October!
We are so excited to start Book Club this year!  We have a 
couple of new & exciting changes that I know your children 
will enjoy!  First of all, we are now offering book club 

earlier in the year for kindergarten students, not January but October!  Also, the 4th 
& 5th grade students will participate in a unique book club setting this year.  This 
group will read some of the new Caudill books for the year with a different leader 
each month!  Who will it be this month?  You have to participate to find out! 

Look for an email next week asking for your kids book choice for our October club 
meeting.  Grades kdg-3rd meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month before school 
(8:15-8:45am) in the LRC.  First book club will be October 20th.  Grades 4-5th will 
meet at a different time each month.  This month, they will also meet at 8:15 am in 
the LRC on October 20th.

This is a fun group for kids to read, 

discuss, and hang out with their 

friends!

Before and After School Care Program at AGS 

•Open daily 6:30am-8:45am & 3:30pm-6:00pm
•Conveniently located in the multi-purpose room at AGS

For Registration Details &Program Inquiries please contact 
kidskampus1o1@gmail.com or (630) 750-3166

mailto:kidskampus1o1@gmail.com
mailto:kidskampus1o1@gmail.com


        2011–12 AGS Year-at-a-Glance 
            *Dates are subject to change without notice. For up-to-the-minute updates, see www.agspto.org. 

 

August 2011 
August 22—Meet & Greet/Ice Cream Social (3 pm) 

August 23—First Day of School 

August 30—Early Childhood Center Open House 

 

September 2011 
September—Month-long Box Top Contest 

September 1—Kdg Open House (5:30 pm) 

September 1—1
st
 Grade Open House (6:30 pm) 

September 2—Fall Picture Day 

September 5—Labor Day—No School 

September 6—2
nd

 Grade Open House (5:30 pm) 

September 6—3
rd

 Grade Open House (6:30 pm) 

September 7—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

September 8—4
th
 Grade Open House (5:30 pm) 

September 8—5
th
 Grade Open House (6:30 pm) 

September 12—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

September 16—Fall Clothing Sale (6 pm) 

September 17—Fall Clothing Sale (8 am) 

September 19—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

September 20—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

September 22—PTO General Meeting (6:30 pm) 

September 23—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

September 23—Gator Gallop (3:30 pm) 

September 26—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

September 27—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

September 30—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

 

October 2011 

October—Walk to School Month 

October 3—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

October 4—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 5—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

October 7—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 10—Columbus Day—No School 

October 10—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

October 11—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 14—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 14—Picture Retake Day 

October 17—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

October 17—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

October 18—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 20—Book Club (K-3) (8:15–8:45 am) 

October 21—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 21—Movie Night (6:30 pm, Monsters Inc.) 

October 24—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

October 25—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

October 26–November 3—Book Fair 

October 28—Planning Day—No School 

October 31—Halloween Room Party 

October 31—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

 

November 2011 

November 1—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

November 2—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

November 3—Parent Teacher Conferences,  

                       Noon Dismissal 

November 4—School Holiday—No School 

November 7—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

November 8—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

November 11—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

November 11–12—Carson’s Community Days 

November 14—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

November 14—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

November 14—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

November 15—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

November 17—Book Club (K-3) (8:15–8:45 am) 

November 18—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

November 21–25—Thanksgiving Break, No School  

November 28—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

November 29—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

November 30—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

 

December 2011 
December 2—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

December 5—Fall Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

December 6—Fall Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

December 9—Movie Night (6:30 pm) 

December 12—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

December 12—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

December 16—Winter Room Party 

December 19–30—Winter Break—No School 

 

January 2012 
January—Month-long Box Top Contest 

January 2—Non-Attendance Day—No School 

January 9—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

January 11—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

January 16—Martin Luther King Day—No School 

January 19—Book Club (K-3) (8:15–8:45 am) 

January 20—Planning Day—No School 

January 23—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

January 24—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

January 27—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

January 27—Movie Night (6:30 pm) 

January 30—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

January 31—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

January 31—K-2 & Choir Concert (7 pm) 



 
 
 
February 2012 

February 3—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 6—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

February 7—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 8—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

February 10—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 13—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

February 13—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

February 13—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

February 14—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 16—Book Club (K-3) (8:15–8:45 am) 

February 17—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 17—Parent Teacher Conferences,  

                       Noon Dismissal 

February 20—President’s Day—No School 

February 21—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 24—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

February 27—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

February 28—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

 

March 2012 

March 2—Institute Day—No School 

March 2—AGS Fun Fair (5–8 pm) 

March 5—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

March 5—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

March 6—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

March 7—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

March 9—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

March 12—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

March 12—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

March 13—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

March 15—Book Club (K-3) (8:15–8:45 am) 

March 15—PTO General Meeting (6:30 pm) 

March 16—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

March 16—Movie Night (6:30 pm, Hop) 

March 19—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

March 20—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

March 23—Planning Day—No School 

March 26–30—Spring Break—No School 

 

April 2012 

April 2—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

April 3—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

April 6—Institute Day—No School 

April 9—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

April 9—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 9–13—Book Fair 

April 10—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

April 11—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

April 13—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

April 16—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

April 16—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

April 17—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

April 19—Book Club (K-3) (8:15–8:45 am) 

April 20—Winter Walking Club (8–8:45 am) 

April 23—Winter Walking Club (3:45–4:30 pm) 

 

May 2012 
May 1—AGS Music Show Rehearsal (4–6 pm) 

May 3—AGS Music Show (7 pm) 

May 7—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

May 7–11 Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 9—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

May 14—Sunshine Math (8:10–8:45 am) 

May 17—PTO General Meeting (6:30 pm) 

May 28—Memorial Day—No School 

 

June 2012 
June 1—Outdoor Movie Night (6:30 pm) 

June 4—PTO Board Meeting (6:30 pm) 

June 6—Last Day of School 

June 6—Market Day (3:45 pm) 

 
*Dates are subject to change without notice. For up-to-the-minute 

updates, see www.agspto.org. 

 
 

Be sure to sign up for the AGS 

Messenger at 

http://www.bps101.net/ 

newsletter/ subscriptions 
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