The Gustafson Gazette

Dr. Jan Wright, Principal

From the
Principal

Dear AGS Families,

Karine Picchietti, PTO President

Y &

Alice Gustafson

s C H O O L

January 2012 ¢ Volume 1, Issue 5

Happy New Year! We’ve got great things planned for 2012 at AGS!

Thank you to all of the parents who helped to make our Winter Parties a huge success!

We rang out 2011 with service projects, including an overwhelming number of items collected through the Student
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AGS Movie Night
Heads to Rio!

Save the Date! Come see
Rio on Friday, January 27!

Doors open at 6 pm with the
movie starting at 6:30. Cost
is $3 per person which
includes popcorn, drink and
raffle ticket. Parental
supervision is mandatory.

Council for the Batavia Interfaith Food Pantry. Congratulations to Mrs. Green’s
kindergarten class for collecting the most items. They won a Pizza Party!

At AGS, we’ve Got GUS! Throughout our school we Give Respect, Use Safety and
Share Responsibility. Students are rewarded with GUS tickets for showing GUS in
the hallway, lunchroom, classroom and on the playground. Tickets earn a chance
for a special celebration. We celebrate GUS at AGS in lots of ways. January’s
celebration will be attending a magic show. Ask your child about GUS.

Best wishes in 2012!

— Principal Jan Wright

Fun Fair 2012—Gators in Space
The AGS Fun Fair may seem like it’s light-years away ... but it’ll be here before
you know it! Here’s your chance to be a STAR! Join the poster contest! It is
open to all grades, and a first, second and third place prize will be awarded!
Posters can be any size, and you may use any materials you would like (paint,
markers, crayons, stickers, computer graphics, etc.) We are looking for “out of
this world” originality and visual appeal. (No pictures of violence will be
allowed.) Please include your name, grade and teacher name on the back of
each poster, and you may enter as many times as you’d like.
Be sure to include a picture of a gator, and include all the important details:

AGS Fun Fair
Gators in Space
Friday, March 2, 2012
5-8 pm
NEW GAMES THIS YEAR!

All posters must be submitted by Monday, January 23, 2012. Poster entries
can be turned in to the main office or to your homeroom teacher. Contact Jen
Meiring with any questions at cubfanjen@sbcglobal.net.

The annual Fun Fair is planned and conducted by the school's PTO and is one
of its biggest fundraisers. Profits benefit students by providing classroom and
curriculum support, enrichment opportunities and funds for special purchases.



mailto:cubfanjen@sbcglobal.net
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Year-at-a-Glance

Click here for our handy Year-at-
a-Glance calendar to give you an
idea of what is on tap for the
upcoming academic year. Dates
will be added as the year
progresses—be sure to keep
checking our website for updates!

Two Hours Can
Make a Difference

As little as two hours of your time
can make a huge impact

in your child’s educational
experience. There are many
volunteer opportunities available
this year—please take a moment
to see how you can help out.
Volunteer forms can be
downloaded from
http://www.agspto.org/upload/
generic_volunteer_form.pdf

oy,
Reduce, '$

Reuse, Recycle

Did you know that you can bring
your empty ink and toner
cartridges to the AGS office?
This ongoing recycling program
benefits the school, so bring in
those empties!

—

Follow us on Facebook! Lf/i

Did you know that the AGS PTO is
on Facebook? Simply search "Alice
Gustafson Elementary School
PTO" and "LIKE" it to be instantly
connected.

Math in the Mornings!
Sunshine Math, an enrichment math program for grades K-5, for all students who
enjoy doing math, solving puzzles and being challenged, will meet Mondays:

February 13 April 16
March 12 May 14

This program encourages creative and independent thinking as well as team
problem-solving. The program is offered at AGS as a before-school activity, and
there is NO cost to participate in this program as the PTO provides funding for
supplies and our students’ parents/grandparents generously volunteer their time
to teach the sessions. Registration form available here.

TWO parent/grandparent volunteers are needed for each grade to facilitate
the classroom in a fun, engaging manner and help children work through their
worksheet. Materials are provided, all you need to do is commit to simply
showing up by 8:10 am once a month and engaging the children in exciting
grade-appropriate math fun for 30 minutes. Registration form available here.
For information, contact Angela Nugent Rudny at angela@jrudny.com.

January 9

Target SUppOl'tS Education pid you know that if you shop at

Target and have a RED Card, Target donates 1% of your purchase price to AGS,
not to mention YOU get a 5% discount? And, you can choose to get either a credit
card or a debit card? It's easy, and it's a win/win—go to www. target.com and
click on RED CARD at the top of the menu. Select "Take Charge of Education” and
follow the prompts. Pick AGS (school code 45152) as your school and voila, you
are all set up.

Gator Gold

Gator Gold is a gift card program for major merchants in our area (and on the
internet) including restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, hotels and other
retailers. The AGS PTO purchases these gift cards at a discount and sells them
at face value. The difference is the PTO’s revenue. This fundraiser costs you
nothing more than you would already be spending at places like Jewel, Meijer,
Woodman’s, Panera, Starbucks and Kohl’s, and many other restaurants and
retailers. Order form here.


file://bps101.local/dfs/AGS/AGS%20Office/Gazette+ALookAhead/2011_2012%20Gazette/Dec/PERMISSION%20FORM%20Sunshine%20Math.pdf
mailto:angela@jrudny.com
http://www.target.com/
http://www.bps101.net/files/ags_images/Gator%20Gold%20Order%20Form%202011.pdf
http://www.agspto.org/storage/2011-12Calendar.pdf
http://www.agspto.org/upload/generic_volunteer_form.pdf
http://www.agspto.org/upload/generic_volunteer_form.pdf
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Spotlight on Second Grade

Second Grade Literacy

AGS second graders are engaged in literacy instruction throughout the school day. Literacy
encompasses reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Mr. Cronin, Mrs. Tobak, and Mrs.
Sokolinski all employ the Daily 5 to keep children actively engaged in independent literacy activities while teachers
provide reading, writing, and spelling instruction to small groups of children. At this point in the school year second
graders should be able to explain how they “Read to Self”, “Read to Someone”, “Work on Writing” at school.

Second grade literacy instruction is delivered in whole group, small group, and individual settings based on the
unique needs of each child. Read alouds are a favorite time of day in second grade when children in each class gather
together to listen to their teachers read and discuss books out loud.

During the first semester second graders read a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts presented in the Harcourt
Trophies Reading curriculum. The second grade Trophies curriculum is organized into themes. All second grade classes
are currently reading stories in the “Our World” theme. Harcourt provides online resources that provide parents with
information about the literacy instruction children receive at school.

Parents are children’s first and enduring literacy teachers. The Children’s Reading Foundation (CRF) suggests that
parents reading with their children is the most important 20 minutes of the day! Further CRF recognizes read alouds as
“the single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success in reading”. The second
grade teachers encourage parents to make reading with your children an important and enjoyable part of every day.
We recommend Starfall as an excellent literacy resource for parents of primary aged children.

Second Grade Technology
Thanks to a generous grant from the Batavia Foundation for Educational Excellence, second grade students at A.G.S.
have had the opportunity to work with Ipad2s. AGS second graders have been working with the Ipad2s as they practice
their math skills as well as sample the latest in downloadable books. With the advent of tablet technology comes great
excitement and incredible opportunity for learning in the classroom setting.

Our students have used the following adjectives to when asked about using the Ipad2s : Fun, great, cool, fast and
awesome. We look forward to finding and installing the latest applications on the Ipad2s in order to support our
curriculum and to offer our students a truly engaging learning experience.

Second Grade Community Connections

The second grade students spent December getting into the spirit of the holiday season with a very special service
project. In lieu of exchanging gifts among teachers and students, the staff and students decided to collect coins for the
Batavia Interfaith Food Pantry. Each second grade class set aside an extra math session to count and total the coins
collected. The director from the food pantry visited A.G.S. and shared information about this organization. The
students learned what the food pantry does for Batavia and how the donations will be used to support needy families.
This hands-on project was not only rewarding for the second graders but also a great way to sharpen their math skills.
On Friday February 3™ the second grade classes will visit the McAninch Arts Center at the College of DuPage for the
production of Wonka, Jr. This play is based on Roald Dahl’s much loved story Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The
second graders will also have the opportunity to meet select cast members when they visit A.G.S. in late January to
discuss the play and theater etiquette. The Wonka, Jr. cast is made up of all children in grades 3-12 from schools in
DuPage County. The second graders are very much looking forward to this exciting event.


http://www.the2sisters.com/the_daily_5.html
http://www.thedailycafe.com/public/department64.cfm
http://www.thedailycafe.com/public/department65.cfm
http://www.thedailycafe.com/public/department66.cfm
http://www.harcourtschool.com/menus/trophies.html
http://www.harcourtschool.com/menus/trophies.html
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/trophies/homework_helper/grade2/vol_01/theme_03/index.html
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/trophies/homework_helper/grade2/index.html
http://www.readingfoundation.org/
http://www.starfall.com/
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Accrual Basis

Alice Gustafson PTO

Profit & Loss

November 18 through December 30, 2011

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Miscellaneous Income gator gear
Movie Night

Dine Around Batavia

Gator Goumet Cookbook

Market Day

Gator Gallop

Fun Fair

Gator Gold

Spring/Fall Pictures
Miscellaneous Income

Total Income

Expense

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
PBIS

Total PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Curriculum
Enrichment Activities
Walk to School Program

Total Enrichment Activities

P.E.
Field Trip Transportation
Assemblies

Total Curriculum

GENERAL OPERATING
Miscellaneous

Total GENERAL OPERATING

COMMUNICATIONS
Website Expenses
Directories

Total COMMUNICATIONS

CLASSROOM SUPPORT
Health and Safety

Total CLASSROOM SUPPORT

Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

Net Income

Nov 18 - Dec 30, 11

204.00
606.61
332.05
165.00
313.44
15.00
-906.40
1,761.12
41.35
1,000.00

3,522.17

4.53
453

-200.00
-200.00

146.17
551.36
262.50

760.03

57.44
57.44

165.00
425.00

590.00

50.00
50.00

1,462.00

2,060.17

2,060.17




Page 5 AGS Gazette

Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Month Long Box Top
Contest! Send them
in a bag clearly marked Choir 3:30-4:30pm Tae Kwon Do
w/your child’s 3:45-4:30pm
classroom.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Tae Kwon Do
Choir 3:30-4:30pm 3:45-4:30pm
Sunshine Math Student Council
8:15-8:45am PTO Board Meeting Market Day Pick-up 8:00am
6:30 3:45 in east lobby
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
NO SCHOOL - Martin Choir 3:30-4:30pm Book Club (4-5) LRC Book Club (K-3) LRC NO SCHOOL
Luther King Jr. Day 8:15-8:45 8:15-8:45 (Planning Day)
Tae Kwon Do
3:45-4:30pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Winter Walking Club Winter Walking Club Thomas Edison St”def’t Council
Begins 3:45-4:30pm 8-8:45am Assemblies 9:15am 8:00am
Winter Walking Club
. Tae Kwon Do 8-8:45am
Choir 3:30-4:30pm . .
P 3:45-4:30pm Movie Night 6:30pm
No Drop Offs
29 30 31

January GUS Event
Magic Show (am)

Winter Walking Club
Begins 3:45-4:30pm

Winter Walking Club
8-8:45am
Choir 3:30-4:30pm
AGS Hawaiian Concert™®

@ the Batavia Fine Arts
Center 7:00pm

Mark your calendars for 2012 AGS performances in the new Batavia Fine Arts Centre (BFAC):

*Tuesday, January 31st @7:00 PM: Hawaiian Concert (1st grade, 2nd grade, 4th-5th Choir) @ BFAC
Saturday, March 10th @ 9:50 AM: Elementary Chorus Festival (4th-5th Choir) @ @ BFAC

Thursday, May 3rd @ 7:00 PM: Rock and Roll Musical Revue* (any interested 3rd-5th grader) @ @ BFAC
(DRESS REHEARSAfor Revue on TUESDAY, MAY 1st @ 4:00-6:30) @ BFAC

Together: Building a foundation for Achievement, Growth and Success!

Alice Gustafson School

905 Carlisle Road
Batavia, Illinois 60510

Phone:
(630) 937-8000

Fax:
(630) 937-8001

Attendance Line:

(630) 937-8003




